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The relative importance of these factors remains controversial. The increasing use of surveillance programmes`' makes it even more critical that the factors associated with the increased colorectal cancer risk be clarified. Only if these factors are clearly defined can a rational and scientific approach to surveillance be proposed. We have examined these factors in 100 patients with colitis-associated colorectal cancer seen at Mount Sinai Hospital, for whom complete information was available. Table. Age at onset of ulcerative colitis (Fig 1) . In all patients in the series the mean age at onset of ulcerative colitis was 27-1 years (median 26 years, range 1-56). Relation between the age at onset of ulcerative colitis and the age at diagnosis of cancer. The relation between age at onset of ulcerative colitis and age at diagnosis of cancer in each group was studied by regression analysis and is shown in Figure 4 (A-C). A significant correlation was found between these two variables for the overall series (Fig 4(A) , p<00001), as well as for patients with extensive colitis (Fig 4(B) , p<00001) and those with left sided colitis (Fig  4(C), p<0005) . Relation between age at onset ofulcerative colitis and duration of colitis before diagnosis of cancer (Fig 5(A-C) 
Discussion
This study has sought to clarify the respective roles of age at onset and total duration of ulcerative colitis in the development of colorectal cancer. Although it has been suggested7-'0 that early age at onset might be a risk factor, our own studies" and others45 2 have indicated that an early age of onset does not seem to be an absolute risk factor independent of the longer disease duration and the wider anatomical extent that are more frequently associated with cases of childhood onset.
Recently, Kvist et alI3 have published observations nearly identical to our own, indicating a straight line relation between age at onset ofcolitis and age at appearance of colorectal cancer, with similar time courses for both universal and left sided colitis.
In a comprehensive multicentre study Gyde et all have challenged conventional wisdom by proposing that the development of cancer in extensive colitis is a genetic phenomenon independent of the total duration ofdisease, with cancers tending to emerge around age 50 regardless of the age at onset ofthe colitis. Perhaps their anomalous conclusion was influenced by their having excluded all cases of colitis with onset in childhood from their series. The present data, however, strongly reinforce the nearly unanimous consensus4 5 
